
Meeting Notes –    May 6, 2020    PPC Zoom meeting.    

Attendees: Father Daly, Andrea Fennell, John Glancy, Lynn Jacobs, Carmel Craig, Charlotte Wilson, 

Teresa Coda, Silvia Dudziak, Monica LaFond, Mary Walsh, Kate Mason, Claire Ramsbottom,   

 

Status of Parish Since COVID 19 

Staff – A staff meeting was held, and everyone reported that they are doing well and finding little joys in 

life.     Teresa’s second baby is due in early August.   Father Daly mentioned he was blessed to have staff 

offering leadership. Lynn is in the office Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings.   The 

Bullock Center, O’Connell Hall and the rectory are now locked at night.    Locking of the church will be 

assessed.     

Parishioners – It was reported that 1 longtime parishioner who was in a nursing home had passed away, 

as has the mother of a current parishioner. Deacon Mike is doing well.   Parishioners have been making 

masks and donating food to Mainspring House.  Father Daly has been calling elderly parishioners to 

check in.    Where possible parishioners should continue to donate food to the Ilse Marks pantry. 

Budget/Offertory – Annual Collection is especially strong this year.  OLOS is again  appealing to 

parishioners to donate electronically.  Although  current expenses are down, the parish has applied for a 

small business loan on the advice of the Finance Council to cover possible future utilities and staffing 

costs.  Catholic Appeal schedule will be changed, but no specifics available as rules will need to be 

modified. 

Virtual Outreach –  

It was decided that an Inventory of What is Being Done at OLOS and Who is Doing It, along with a 

technology assessment would be helpful in organizing and identifying needs for virtual outreach to keep 

parishioners aware of what is happening in the parish.   Claire agreed to start this process by creating a 

Google document. 

Current Virtual Outreach : 

1) Weekly mass attendance varies but it averages hits of about ½ of in person masses 

with a peak for Easter mass. 

2) Virtual Faith Formation Newsletter is being disseminated weekly (more to be 

described in Commission reports) 

   3) Book group is meeting 1 time/month 

   4) Phone Calls to Elderly 

  Proposed Future Efforts: 

1) Social Gatherings – e.g. coffee hours, “new kitchen celebration” 

2) Mini retreats 

3) Adoration – rosaries 

4) Pentecost – mixed response to Drive Through Blessing proposal 



Parish Reopening – In very beginning phase, there was a 1st meeting held for recommendations. 

RCAB – Pastoral Planning 

Father Daly clarified regarding some of the information that was shared by the Archdiocese of Boston, 

most specifically related to parish mergers and will additionally be writing a note in the “From the 

Pastor’s Desk” about this topic. The intent of the Archdiocese seems to be to allow pastors with parishes 

in financial trouble to seek to merge with another parish.  There is currently no conversation with OLOS 

about a merger although Fr. Daly acknowledges that we are vulnerable not due to our finances but 

rather our size.  He also said that the plan doesn’t seem to have factored in the availability of priests in 

the merger discussions. He also mentioned that during the pandemic,  there has been a change in some 

individual pastoral services being regionalized. Currently priests under the age of 45 are being deployed 

in teams of 2 to visit nursing home patients. It is unclear if this model will continue or be expanded after 

the pandemic. It was agreed by all that our best bet at OLOS is to continue to keep finances strong and 

fly under the radar.  

There was discussion about the Disciples in Mission Pastoral Plan related to: is it doable, are the 

priorities and visions the same, and what do we do with the current plan.   A smaller group will be 

meeting to set a baseline plan, discuss recommendations, and ultimately revise the parish pastoral plan. 

Father Daly reports that Fathers Clooney and Spicer are both doing well, and he will invite them to do a 

video mass if they are interested. 

Faith Formation Commission 

Teresa and Monica presented their virtual faith formation draft which was very well received. 

Monica presented on the PreK through 5th curriculum.   

PreK – 1 – monthly Zoom session for parents which will provide parents with concrete ideas for faith 

formation at home 

2nd grade – twice month Zoom sessions for second graders and parents, will prepare for First 

Reconciliation and First Communion using the ‘Blest are We” curriculum. All sacraments will be 

postponed until after mass can resume. 

3rd – 5th - monthly Zoom session for parents along with monthly small group discussion via Zoom for 

students led by adult and teen catechists. 

Teresa presented on the Middle School and High School curriculum 

Middle School – monthly small group meetings via Zoom led by Peer Ministers or an Adult to be held 1 

to 2 times/month, Theme - TBD 

Confirmation Program - monthly small group meetings via Zoom led by 2-3 Peer Ministers to be held 1 

/month, Theme – Faith in My Life for Confirmation I, Theme – Catholic Social Teaching – Confirmation II 

Teresa will meet with Peer Ministers monthly to go over lessons and reflect on previous classes. 

Christian Services Commission 



Kate Mason shared that Easter baskets were prepared by the Christian Services Commission members 

and delivered to the Evelyn House as well as to the Salamone family. 

Spring cards are being prepared and will be delivered to Wingate by the end of May. 

Toiletries will be delivered in June or July to the HUGS program. 

Spring clean up will not be happening this year. 

Liturgy Commission 

Father Daly reported the commission has not met. 

Youth Commission 

Charlotte reported that the commission has been meeting weekly and that between 9 and 20 members 

participate.  They have come up with challenges including praying every night and art projects. She 

states that 90% of the meeting is spent checking in with each other, which is in truth what we all need. 

  

             


